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College Application Essay Writing Process

Prepare to write college application essays.

When?
ASAP after July 1
(before Sr.
Year)

A

y

When?

Copy essay prompts from college applications.

ASAP after
applications are

A

y

available

Brainstorm essay topics.
Review application essay prompts
and write down ideas for essay topics.

When?

ASAP after
essay prompts
are known

A

y

Create an outline for each essay.

A

y

Write essays to support your student

theme and reveal

your personality.

A

y

Essays should reveal t
essay’ s thesis to you.

he importance of your
Answer the question,

“Why are you writing this essay?”

(What about your topic
what have you learned
are you a better person

is so important to you;
from your essay topic;
because of your topic?)

A

y

“Show” your essays, don’t just write them.

A

y

Use a structure

d essay format.

A

y

Have adults edit your essays, but essays must
still convey your “voice”, not the “voice” (or
writing style) of the adults editing your essays.

Edits made by adults m

ust not be so numerous

that college admission officers think
someone else wrote your essays.

When?
1 — 2 weeks
before
application
deadline

A

y

Finalize application essays. Prepare to attach
essays to online college applications.

When?
3 - 7 days before
application
deadline
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