
Rolling / Late Admission Application Process 
- January 15 to March 1* - 

I want to attend a 4-year  
college or university  

after high school graduation. 

Enroll in community 
college, travel or  

seek employment. 

Search for colleges and 
universities that accept 
rolling / late applications 

* NOTE:  This process assumes seniors begin the process on Jan. 15 with an application deadline of March 1.   
               - Application deadlines vary, if yours are different, adjust your schedule accordingly.   
               - Completing application tasks AHEAD of the dates shown is always to your advantage. 

Yes 

No 

Select 5 - 7 colleges 
and universities 

to apply to. 

Print paper copies of 
 college applications and 
begin to fill out by hand. 

Start writing college 
application essays. 

Request 
 recommendation letters 

from teachers, 
 counselors, other adults. 

Request official copies 
 of grade transcripts.  

Check with 
recommenders on 

status of 
 recommendation letters. 

Verify SAT® and ACT® 

test scores have been 
sent to colleges.  

Proof read and 
 finalize college essays. 

Submit college 
applications online;  

attach essays. 

Complete filling out 
paper copies of 

applications by hand. 

If recommendation letters 
and/or grade transcripts 

 are to be submitted online, 
make sure counselors/ 
teachers submit them. 

Photocopy all paper 
application materials. 

Mail all paper application 
materials to colleges. 

Watch for decision 
letters to arrive 
from colleges. 

When? 
Jan. 27 

When? 
Feb. 8 

When? 
Feb. 18 

When? 
Jan. 18 

When? 
Jan. 24 

When? 
Feb. 25 

When? 
Feb. 27 

When? 
Feb. 26 

When? 
Feb. 28 

When? 
March 1 

When? 
Apr. 15 - 30 

When? 
Feb. 2 

When? 
Feb. 24 

When? 
Jan. 17 

When? 
Jan. 15 

Find out if interviews 
are required or  
recommended.  

Schedule accordingly. 
When? 
Jan. 22 
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