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Regular Admission Application Process 
With Basic Financial Aid Tasks 

- November 1 to January 15* - 

Search for colleges 
and universities. 

* NOTE:  This process assumes seniors begin the process on Nov. 1 with an application deadline of Jan. 15.   
               - Application deadlines vary, if yours are different, adjust your schedule accordingly. 
               - Completing application tasks AHEAD of the dates shown is always to your advantage. 

Select 10 colleges 
and universities 

to apply to. 

Print paper copies of 
 college applications and 
begin to fill out by hand. 

Start writing college 
application essays. 

Request 
 recommendation letters 

from teachers, 
 counselors, other adults. 

Request official copies 
 of grade transcripts.  

Check with 
recommenders on 

status of 
 recommendation letters. 

Submit FAFSA 

Optional tasks 
 (highly 

 recommended): 
 Create a student 

 résumé and  
develop a 

student theme. 

Proof read and 
 finalize college essays. 

Submit college & campus- 
based scholarship apps. 
online; attach essays. 

Complete filling out 
paper copies of 

applications by hand. 

If recommendation letters 
and/or grade transcripts 

 are to be submitted online, 
make sure counselors/ 
teachers submit them. 

Photocopy all paper 
application materials. 

Mail all paper application 
materials to colleges. 

Watch for decision 
letters to arrive 
from colleges. 

When? 
Nov. 11 

When? 
Dec. 8 

When? 
Dec. 15 

When? 
Nov. 4 

When? 
Nov. 8 

When? 
Jan. 10 

When? 
Jan. 12 

When? 
Jan. 13 

When? 
Jan. 14 

When? 
Jan. 15 

When? 
Apr. 1- 15 

When? 
   Jan. 1–  

Jan. 7 

When? 
Jan. 9 

When? 
Nov. 14 

When? 
Nov. 3 

When? 
Nov. 1 

Find out if interviews 
are required or  
recommended.  

Schedule accordingly. 

When? 
Nov. 5 

Register with  
Fastweb.com. 

When? 
Before Nov. 1 

 

Research campus-based 
financial aid. Print apps. 

to fill out by hand. 

Submit CSS/PROFILE 
(if required) 

Verify SAT® and ACT® 

test scores have been 
sent to colleges.  

When? 
Jan. 4 

Submit State financial 
aid GPA verification form 

When? 
Jan. 7- 
Jan. 21 

Research and apply for 
local and regional 

scholarships  

When? 
Spring Sr. 

Year 

When? 
Nov. 5 

When? 
 Nov. 15- 
Feb. 1 
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